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Potowmogeton sulcatws, The lower leaves are submerged, the float-
ing leaves are oval 1o shape and they have numerous veins. Con-
fined to the north-west of Vietoria, this species is olten confused
with P, tsicarinatus. which also is frequently abundint hereabouts.
During Naovember-December the copions production of pollen
astonishes the onlooker, So plentifal 1s the supply that the mind
of one is first imbued with the idea that sulphur has been strewed
over the surface of the water. A closer examination reveals the
presence of thousands of swollen anthers dispersing pollen of a
light yellow zolour. This is distriboted by the wind.

Thie only Aoating species commonly found in these waters 15 the
widely-spread Aealla filiculpides var, rubro, When the water sinks
causing the plants to rest pu the mud, this delicate and varnousiy-
hued plant has the power of absorbing nutriment from the wet
ground, and it thrives as long s there is sufficient moisture, It is,
hawever, at its lhest when the stems fAoat on the surface of the
watet and the roots do ot come in direst contact with the mud.
The roots, however. succeed in collecting a- considerable film ot
nunute-particled silt as they float ahout the lillabomg. daolia
presenls a particularly pleasing eolour picture which varies [rom
rany shades of green to brown and reds of varying intensity.

THE PRICKLEFOOT

The Pricklefoot (&1 yngine vesiclotm), Tound in sone maddy satuations,
might at first sight be taken lor a Lhistle, Lot actoally beloigs to the
Carcot family, Specimens taken at Mograbbin, in February, showed flower-
heads in all stages lrom buds to mature fruit. The earhest Hower-licad
stands n the <=ntre, behind it branches arise, /o their tyon Sorming terminal
flowers and new hranches behind these, and so on. The heads in full bloom
shaw the brightest blue; all visible pares of the flower become Blue, cocsapl
the pullen, even the vesicles on the frnitlets show Sofae blue.  The spiny
hracts are alsa bhlue except their tips, Tn somewhat acvanced huds the
valour - whitish and the calyx lobes pouted, anthers and petals wrmed sn.

After the flowers ace fully open, the stamens 6irst fall; then the pelals
turn yellawish and fall, their {ringed ends sull remaing luched in.
When the petals fall, the lohed and ormamental cushion surrounding the
atvles is weil seen  Gradually the blue colour disappears, the bracts resmoc
a greenish colour for a time, but all cventually change te pale hrownish.
The fruitlets may at last be shaken outl or otherwize taken off for examwma-
tion. They present aun appesrance curiously suggesting 4 mnute crustacean
or an insect  Along the sides are the yesicles, now browiish, At the
voper end are sharp anid hardened calyx lobes, easily able lo attach themselves
to clothing, and na deubt to aninals or birds.  Te spite of the spiny braces,
much of the detail of e Aower can be seen, bt a bract is easily pulled
off and 4 flerci separated.

The name Eryngron scens to be of wicertain orign, essiodpsian relers
1 the omarmented yesicles on the fruitlets, Prickfout neerls no explanatiar,
the =pines of tenves amed hracts readily pierce clothiog, thie stronger bracte
can even be persuaded to go through the soft Teather of a hoot-tongue,
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